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The name of the Prophet Muhammad 
Calligraphic art 

My similitude in comparison with the other prophets before 
me, is that of a man who has built a house completely and ex- 
cellently except for a place of one brick. When people see the 
house, they admire its beauty and say: How splendid the 
house will be if the missing brick is put in its place! 
So I am that brick, and I am the 
last of the Prophets 

Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) 

(Bukhari) 
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The Prophet of Islam 
His Biography 

Dr. Hamidullah 

A perusal of the map of the major hemisphere (from the point of view of the 
proportion of land to sea), shows the Arabian Peninsula lying at the confluence 
of the three great continents of Asia, Africa and Europe. At the time in question, 
this extensive Arabian subcontinent composed mostly of desert areas was in- 
habited by people of settled habitations as well as nomads. Often it was found 
that members of the same tribe were divided into these two groups, and that 
they preserved a relationship although following different modes of life. The 
means of subsistence in Arabia were meager. The desert had its handicaps, and 
trade caravans were features of greater importance than either agriculture or 
industry. This entailed much travel, and men had to proceed beyond the penin- 
sula to Syria, Egypt, Abyssinia, Iraq, Sind, India and other lands. 

In this limited area of Central Arabia, the existence of the triangle of Mecca- 
Ta'if-Madinah seemed something providential. Mecca, desertic, deprived of 
water and the amenities of agriculture in physical features represented Africa 
and the burning Sahara. Scarcely fifty miles from there, Ta'if presented a pic- 
ture of Europe and its frost. Madinah in the North was not less fertile than even 
the most temperate of Asiatic countries like Syria. If climate has any influence 
on human character, this triangle standing in the middle of the major hemi- 
sphere was, more than any other region of the earth, a miniature reproduction 
of the entire world. And here was born a descendant of the Babylonian Abra- 
ham, and the Egyptian Hagar, Muhammad the Prophet of Islam, a Meccan by 
origin and yet with stock related, both to Madinah and Ta'if. 

From the point of view of religion, Arabia was idolatrous; only a few indivi- 
duals had embraced religions like Christianity, Mazdaism, etc. The Meccans 
did possess the notion of the One God, but they believed also that idols had 
the power to intercede with Him. Curiously enough, they did not believe in the 
Resurrection and Afterlife. They had preserved the rite of the pilgrimage to the 
House of the One God, the Ka'bah, an institution set up under divine inspiration 
by their ancestor Abraham, yet the two thousand years that separated them 
from Abraham had caused to degenerate this pilgrimage into the spectacle of 
a commercial fair and an occasion of senseless idolatry which far from produ- 



cing any good, only served to ruin their individual behaviour, both social and 
spiritual. 

It was in the midst of such conditions and environments that Muhammad was 
born in 569 after Christ. His father, 'Abdullah had died some weeks earlier, 
and it was his grandfather who took him in charge. According to the prevailing 
custom, the child was entrusted to a Bedouin foster-mother, with whom he pas- 
sed several years in the desert. When the child was brought back home, his 
mother, Aminah, took him to his maternal uncles at Madinah to visit the tomb 
of 'Abdullah. During the return journey, he lost his mother who died a sudden 
death. At Mecca, another bereavement awaited him, in the death of his affec- 
tionate grandfather. Subjected to such privations, he was at the age of eight, 
consigned at last to the care of his uncle, Abu-Talib, a man who was generous 
of nature but always short of resources and hardly able to provide for his fa- 
mily. 

Young Muhammad had therefore to start immediately to earn his livelihood; 
he served as a shepherd boy to some neighbours. At the age of ten he accom- 
panied his uncle to Syria when he was leading a caravan there. No other travels 
of Abu-Talib are mentioned, but there are references to his having set up a shop 
in Mecca. (Ibn Qutaibah, Ma'arif). It is possible that Muhammad helped him 
in this enterprise also. 

By the time he was twenty-five, Muhammad had become well known in the 
city for the integrity of his disposition and the honesty of his character. A rich 
widow, Khadijah, took him in her employ and consigned to him her goods to 
be taken for sale to Syria. Delighted with the unusual profits she obtained as 
also by the personal charms of her agent, she offered him her hand. The union 
proved happy. 

Not much is known about the religious practices of Muhammad until he 
was thirty-five years old, except that he had never worshipped idols. This is 
substantiated by all his biographers. It may be stated that there were a few 
others in Mecca, who had likewise revolted against the senseless practice of 
paganism, although conserving their fidelity to the Ka'bah as the house 
dedicated to the One God by its builder Abraham. 

About the year 605 of the Christian era, the draperies on the outer wall of 
the Ka'bah took fire. The building was affected and could not bear the brunt of 
the torrential rains that followed. The reconstruction of the Ka'bah was 
thereupon undertaken. Each citizen contributed according to his means; and 
only the gifts of honest gains were accepted. Everybody participated in the 
work of construction, and Muhammad's shoulders were injured in the course 
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of transporting stones. To identify the place whence the ritual of circumambu- 
lation began, there had been set a black stone in the wall of the Ka'bah. dating 
probably from the time of Abraham himself. There was rivalry 
among the citizens for obtaining the honour of transposing this stone in its 
place. When there was danger of blood being shed, somebody suggested 
leaving the matter to Providence, and accepting the arbitration of him who 
should happen to arrive there first. It chanced that Muhammad just then 
turned up there for work as usual. He was popularly known by the appellation 
of al-Amin (the honest), and everyone accepted his arbitration without 
hesitation. Muhammad placed a sheet of cloth on the ground, put the stone on 
it and asked the chiefs of all the tribes in the city to lift together the cloth. 
Then he himself placed the stone in its proper place, in one of the angles of 
the building, and everybody was satisfied. 

It is from this moment that we find Muhammad becoming more and more 
absorbed in spiritual meditations. Like his grandfather, he used to retire during 
the whole month of Ramadan to a cave in Jabal-an-Nur (mountain of light). 
The cave is called ' y Ghar-i-Hird or the cave of research. There he prayed, 
meditated, and shared his meagre provisions with the travellers who happened 
to pass by. 

He was forty years old, and it was the fifth consecutive year since his 
annual retreats, when one night towards the end of the month of Ramadan, an 
angel came to visit him, and announced that God had chosen him as His 
messenger to all mankind. The angel taught him the mode of ablutions, the 
way of worshipping God and the conduct of prayer. He communicated to him 
the following Divine message: 

With the name of God, the Most Merciful, the All-Merciful. 

Read: with the name of thy Lord Who created, 

Created man from what clings, 

Read: and thy Lord is the Most Bounteous, 

Who taught by the pen, 

Taught man what he knew not. (Quran 96:1-5) 

Deeply affected, he returned home and related to his wife what had 
happened, expressing his fears that it might have been something diabolic or 
the action of evil spirits. She consoled him, saying that he had always been a 
man of charity and generosity, helping the poor, the orphans, the widows and 
the needy, and assured him that God would protect him against all evil. 
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Then came a pause in revelation, extending over three years. The Prophet 
must have felt at first a shock, then a calm, an ardent desire, and after a 
period of waiting, a growing impatience or nostalgia. The news of the first 
vision had spread and at the pause the sceptics in the city had begun to mock 
at him and cut bitter jokes. They went so far as to say that God had forsaken 
him. 

During the three years of waiting, the Prophet had given himself up more 
and more to prayers and to spiritual practices. The revelations were then 
resumed and God assured him that He had not at all forsaken him: on the 
contrary it was He Who had guided him to the right path: therefore he should 
take care of the orphans and the destitute, and proclaim the bounty of God on 
him (cf. Q. 93:3-1 1). This was in reality an order to preach. Another revelation 
directed him to warn people against evil practices, to exhort them to worship 
none but the One God, and to abandon everything that would displease God 
(Q. 74:2-7). Yet another revelation commanded him to warn his own near re- 
latives (Q. 26:214); and: "Proclaim openly that which thou art commanded, 
and withdraw from the Associators (idolaters). Lo! we defend thee from the 
scoffers" (15:94-5). According to Ibn Ishaq, the first revelation (n. 17) had 
come to the Prophet during his sleep, evidently to reduce the shock. Later re- 
velations came in full wakefulness. 

The Prophet began by preaching his mission secretly first among his 
intimate friends, then among the members of his own tribe and thereafter 
publicly in the city and suburbs. He insisted on the belief in One Transcendent 
God, in Resurrection and the Last Judgement. He invited men to charity and 
beneficence. He took necessary steps to preserve through writing the 
revelations he was receiving, and ordered his adherents also to learn them by 
heart. This continued all through his life, since the Quran was not revealed all 
at once, but in fragments as occasions arose. 

The number of his adherents increased gradually, but with the 
denunciation of paganism, the opposition also grew intenser on the part of 
those who were firmly attached to their ancestral beliefs. This opposition 
degenerated in the course of time into physical torture of the Prophet and of 
those who had embraced his religion. These were stretched on burning sands, 
cauterized with red hot iron and imprisoned with chains on their feet. Some of 
them died of the effects of torture, but none would renounce his religion. In 
despair, the Prophet Muhammad advised his companions to quit their native 
town and take refuge abroad, in Abyssinia, "where governs a just ruler, in 
whose realm nobody is oppressed" (Ibn Hisham). Dozens of Muslims profited 
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by his advice, though not all. These secret flights led to further persecution of 
those who remained behind. 

The Prophet Muhammad [was instructed to call this] religion "Islam," i.e. 
submission to the will of God. Its distinctive features are two: A harmonius 
equilibrium between the temporal and the spiritual (the body and the soul), 
permitting a full enjoyment of all the good that God has created, (Quran 7:32), 
enjoining at the same time on everybody duties towards God, such as worship, 
fasting, charity, etc. Islam was to be the religion of the masses and not merely 
of the elect. A universality of the call - all the believers becoming brothers and 
equals without any distinction of class or race or tongue. The only superiority 
which it recognizes is a personal one, based on the greater fear of God and 
greater piety (Quran 49:13). 

When a large number of the Meccan Muslims migrated to Abyssinia, the 
leaders of paganism sent an ultimatum to the tribe of the Prophet, demanding 
that he should be excommunicated and outlawed and delivered to the pagans 
for being put to death. Every member of the tribe, Muslim and non-Muslim 
rejected the demand, (cf. Ibn Hisham). Thereupon the city decided on a 
complete boycott of the tribe: Nobody was to talk to them or have commercial 
or matrimonial relations with them. The group of Arab tribes called Ahabish, 
inhabiting the suburbs, who were allies of the Meccans, also joined in the 
boycott, causing stark misery among the innocent victims consisting of 
children, men and women, the old and the sick and the feeble. Some of them 
succumbed yet nobody would hand over the Prophet to his persecutors. An 
uncle of the Prophet, Abu Lahab, however left his tribesmen and participated 
in the boycott along with the pagans. After three dire years, during which the 
victims were obliged to devour even crushed hides, four or five non-Muslims, 
more humane than the rest and belonging to different clans proclaimed 
publicly their denunciation of the unjust boycott. At the same time, the 
document promulgating the pact of boycott which had been hung in the 
temple, was found, as Muhammad had predicted, eaten by white ants, that 
spared nothing but the words God and Muhammad. The boycott was lifted, yet 
owing to the privations that were undergone the wife and Abu Talib, the chief 
of the tribe and uncle of the Prophet died soon after. Another uncle of the 
Prophet, Abu-Lahab, who was an inveterate enemy of Islam, now succeeded 
to the headship of the tribe, (cf. Ibn Hisham, Sirah). 

It was at this time that the Prophet Muhammad was granted the Mi'raj (ascen- 
sion): He saw in a vision that he was received on heaven by God, and was wit- 
ness of the marvels of the celestial regions. Returning, he brought for his com- 
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munity, as a Divine gift, the [ritual prayer of Islam, the salaat], which consti- 
tutes a sort of communion between man and God. It may be recalled that in 
the last part of Muslim service of worship, the faithful employ as a symbol of 
their being in the very presence of God, not concrete objects as others do at 
the time of communion, but the very words of greeting exchanged between the 
Prophet Muhammad and God on the occasion of the former's mi'raj: 

"The blessed and pure greetings for God! - Peace be with thee, O Prophet, as 
well as the mercy and blessing of God! - Peace be with us and with all the [ri- 
ghteous] servants of God!" 

The news of this celestial meeting led to an increase in the hostility of the pa- 
gans of Mecca; and the Prophet was obliged to quit his native town in search 
of an asylum elsewhere. He went to his maternal uncles in Ta'if, but returned 
immediately to Mecca, as the wicked people of that town chased the Prophet 
out of their city by pelting stones on him and wounding him. 

The annual pilgrimage of the Ka'bah brought to Mecca people from all parts 
of Arabia. The Prophet Muhammad tried to persuade one tribe after another to 
afford him shelter and allow him to carry on his mission of reform. The 
contingents of fifteen tribes, whom he approached in succession, refused to do 
so more or less brutally, but he did not despair. Finally he met half a dozen 
inhabitants of Madinah who being neighbour of the Jews and the Christians, 
had some notion of prophets and Divine messages. They knew also that these 
"people of the Books" were awaiting the arrival of a prophet - a last comforter. 
So these Madinans decided not to lose the opportunity of obtaining an advance 
over others, and forthwith embraced Islam, promising further to provide 
additional adherents and necessary help from Madinah. The following year a 
dozen new Madinans took the oath of allegiance to him and requested him to 
provide with a missionary teacher. The work of the missionary, Mus'ab, proved 
very successful and he led a contingent of seventy-three new converts to 
Mecca, at the time of the pilgrimage. These invited the Prophet and his Meccan 
companions to migrate to their town, and promised to shelter the Prophet and 
to treat him and his companions as their own kith and kin. Secretly and in small 
groups, the greater part of the Muslims emigrated to Madinah. Upon this the 
pagans of Mecca not only confiscated the property of the evacuees, but devised 
a plot to assassinate the Prophet. It became now impossible for him to remain 
at home. It is worthy of mention, that in spite of their hostility to his mission, 
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the pagans had unbounded confidence in his probity, so much so that many of 
them used to deposit their savings with him. The Prophet Muhammad now 
entrusted all these deposits to ? Ali, a cousin of his, with instructions to return 
in due course to the rightful owners. He then left the town secretly in the 
company of his faithful friend, Abu-Bakr. After several adventures, they 
succeeded in reaching Madinah in safety. This happened in 622, whence starts 
the Hijrah calendar. 

For the better rehabilitation of the displaced immigrants, the Prophet 
created a fraternization between them and an equal number of well-to-do 
Madinans. The families of each pair of the contractual brothers worked 
together to earn their livelihood, and aided one another in the business of life. 
Further he thought that the development of the man as a whole would be 
better achieved if he co-ordinated religion and politics as two constituent parts 
of one whole. To this end he invited the representatives of the Muslims as well 
as the non-Muslim inhabitants of the region: Arabs, Jews, Christians and others, 
and suggested the establishment of a City-State in Madinah. With their assent, 
he endowed the city with a written constitution - the first of its kind in the 
world - in which he defined the duties and rights both of the citizens and the 
head of the State - the Prophet Muhammad was unanimously hailed as such - 
and abolished the customary private justice. The administration of justice 
became henceforward the concern of the central organisation of the 
community of the citizens. The document laid down principles of defence and 
foreign policy: it organized a system of social insurance, called ma'aqil, in 
cases of too heavy obligations. It recognized that the Prophet Muhammad 
would have the final word in all differences, and that there was no limit to his 
power of legislation. It recognized also explicitly liberty of religion, particu- 
larly for the Jews, to whom the constitutional act afforded equality with Mu- 
slims in all that concerned life in this world. 

Muhammad journeyed several times with a view to win the neighbouring 
tribes and to conclude with them treaties of alliance and mutual help. With 
their help, he decided to bring to bear economic pressure on the Meccan 
pagans, who had confiscated the property of the Muslim evacuees and also 
caused innumerable damage. Obstruction in the way of the Meccan caravans 
and their passage through the Madinan region exasperated the pagans, and a 
bloody struggle ensued. 

In the concern for the material interests of the community, the spiritual 
aspect was never neglected. Hardly a year had passed after the migration to 
Madinah, when the most rigorous of spiritual disciplines, the fasting for the 
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whole month of Ramadan every year, was imposed on every adult Muslim, 
man and woman. 

Not content with the expulsion of the Muslim compatriots, the Meccans 
sent an ultimatum to the Madinans, demanding the surrender or at least the 
expulsion of Muhammad and his companions but evidently all such efforts 
proved in vain. A few months later, in the year 2 H., they sent a powerful army 
against the Prophet, who opposed them at Badr; and the pagans thrice as 
numerous as the Muslims, were routed. After a year of preparation, the 
Meccans again invaded Madinah to avenge the defeat of Badr. They were now 
four times as numerous as the Muslims. After a bloody encounter at Uhud, the 
enemy retired, the issue being indecisive. The mercenaries in the Meccan army 
did not want to take too much risk, or endanger their safety. 

In the meanwhile the Jewish citizens of Madinah began to foment trouble. 
About the time of the victory of Badr, one of their leaders, Ka'b ibn al-Ashraf, 
proceeded to Mecca to give assurance of his alliance with the pagans, and to 
incite them to a war of revenge. After the battle of Uhud, the tribe of the 
same chieftain plotted to assassinate the Prophet by throwing on him a mil- 
lstone from above a tower, when he had gone to visit their locality. In spite of 
all this, the only demand the Prophet made of the men of this tribe was to quit 
the Madinan region, taking with them all their properties, after selling their 
immovables and recovering their debts from the Muslims. The clemency thus 
extended had an effect contrary to what was hoped. The exiled not only 
contacted the Meccans, but also the tribes of the North, South and East of 
Madinah, mobilized military aid, and planned from Khaibar an invasion of 
Madinah, with forces four times more numerous than those employed at Uhud. 
The Muslims prepared for a siege, and dug a ditch to defend themselves against 
this hardest of all trials. Although the defection of the Jews still remaining 
inside Madinah at a later stage upset all strategy, yet with a sagacious 
diplomacy, the Prophet succeeded in breaking up the alliance, and the 
different enemy groups retired one after the other. 

The Prophet tried once more to reconcile the Meccans and proceeded to 
Mecca. The barring of the route of their Northern caravans had ruined their 
economy. The Prophet promised them transit security, extradition of their 
fugitives and the fulfillment of every condition they desired, agreeing even to 
return to Madinah without accomplishing the pilgrimage of the Ka'bah. 
Thereupon the two contracting parties promised at Hudaibiyah in the suburbs 
of Mecca, not only the maintenance of peace, but also the observance of 
neutrality in their conflicts with third parties. 
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Profiting by the peace, the Prophet launched an intensive programme for the 
propagation of his religion. He addressed missionary letters to the foreign rulers 
of Byzantium, Iran, Abyssinia and other lands. The Byzantine autocrat priest 
- Dughatur of the Arabs - embraced Islam, but for this, was lynched by the 
Christian mob; the prefect of Ma'an (Palestine) suffered the same fate, and was 
decapitated and crucified by order of the emperor. A Muslim ambassador was 
assassinated in Syria-Palestine; and instead of punishing the culprit, the em- 
peror Heraclius rushed with his armies to protect him against the punitive ex- 
pedition sent by the Prophet (battle of Mu'tah). 

The pagans of Mecca hoping to profit by the Muslim difficulties, violated the 
terms of their treaty. Upon this, the Prophet himself led an army, ten thousand 
strong, and surprised Mecca which he occupied in a bloodless manner. As a 
benevolent conqueror, he caused the vanquished people to assemble, reminded 
them of their ill deeds, their religious persecution, unjust confiscation of the 
evacuee property, ceaseless invasions and senseless hostilities for twenty years 
continuously. He asked them: "Now what do you expect of me?" When every- 
body lowered his head with shame, the Prophet proclaimed: "May God pardon 
you; go in peace; there shall be no responsibility on you today; you are free!" 
He even renounced the claim for the Muslim property confiscated by the pa- 
gans. This produced a great psychological change of hearts instantaneously. 
When a Meccan chief advanced with a fulsome heart towards the Prophet, after 
hearing this general amnesty, in order to declare his acceptance of Islam, the 
Prophet told him: "And in my turn, I appoint you the governor of Mecca!" Wi- 
thout leaving a single soldier in the conquered city, the Prophet retired to Ma- 
dinah. The Islamization of Mecca, which was accomplished in a few hours, 
was complete. 

Immediately after the occupation of Mecca, the city of Ta'if mobilized to fight 
against the Prophet. With some difficulty the enemy was dispersed in the valley 
of Hunain, but the Muslims preferred to raise the siege of nearby Ta'if and use 
pacific means to break the resistance of this region. Less than a year later, a 
delegation from Ta'if came to Madinah offering submission. But it requested 
exemption from prayer, taxes and military service, and the continuance of the 
liberty to adultery and fornication and alcoholic drinks. It demanded even the 
conservation of the temple of the idol al-Lat at Ta'if. But Islam was not a ma- 
terialist immoral movement; and soon the delegation itself felt ashamed of its 
demands regarding prayer, adultery and wine. The Prophet consented to con- 
cede exemption from payment of taxes and rendering of military service; and 
added: You need not demolish the temple with your own hands: we shall send 
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agents from here to do the job, and if there should be any consequences, which 
you are afraid of on account of your superstitions, it will be they who would 
suffer. This act of the Prophet shows what concessions could be given to new 
converts. The conversion of the Ta'ifites was so whole hearted that in a short 
while, they themselves renounced the contracted exemptions, and we find the 
Prophet nominating a tax collector in their locality as in other Islamic regions. 
In all these "wars," extending over a period of ten years, the non-Muslims lost 
on the battlefield only about 250 persons killed, and the Muslim losses were 
even less. With these few incisions, the whole continent of Arabia, with its mil- 
lion and more of square miles, was cured of the abscess of anarchy and immo- 
rality. During these ten years of disinterested struggle, all the peoples of the 
Arabian Peninsula and the southern regions of Iraq and Palestine had volunta- 
rily embraced Islam. Some Christian, Jewish and Parsi groups remained atta- 
ched to their creeds, and they were granted liberty of conscience as well as 
judicial and juridical autonomy. 

In the year 10 H., when the Prophet went to Mecca for Hajj (pilgrimage), he 
met 140,000 Muslims there, who had come from different parts of Arabia to 
fulfil their religious obligation. He addressed to them his celebrated sermon, 
in which he gave a resume of his teachings: "Belief in One God without images 
or symbols, equality of all the Believers without distinction of race or class, 
the superiority of individuals being based solely on piety; sanctity of life, pro- 
perty and honour; abolition of interest, and of vendettas and private justice; 
better treatment of women; obligatory inheritance and distribution of the pro- 
perty of deceased persons among near relatives of both sexes, and removal of 
the possibility of the cumulation of wealth in the hands of the few." The Quran 
and the conduct of the Prophet were to serve as the bases of law and a healthy 




criterion in every aspect of human life. 




Prophet's Mosque, Medina, Saudi Arabia 

On his return to Madinah, he fell ill; and a few weeks later, when he breathed 
his last, he had the satisfaction that he had well accomplished the task which 
he had undertaken - to preach to the world the Divine message. He bequeathed 
to posterity, a religion of pure monotheism; he created a well-disciplined State 
out of the existent chaos and gave peace in place of the war of everybody 
against everybody else; he established a harmonious equilibrium between the 
spiritual and the temporal, between the mosque and the citadel; he left a new 
system of law, which dispensed impartial justice, in which even the head of 
the State was as much a subject to it as any commoner, and in which religious 
tolerance was so great that non-Muslim inhabitants of Muslim countries 
equally enjoyed complete juridical, judicial and cultural autonomy. In the mat- 
ter of the revenues of the State, the Quran fixed the principles of budgeting, 
and paid more thought to the poor than to anybody else. The revenues were 
declared to be in no wise the private property of the head of the State. Above 
all, the Prophet Muhammad set a noble example and fully practised all that he 
taught to others. 



15 



MUHAMMAD 
( Peace be upon him) 
THE PROPHET OF ISLAM 



K.J. Ahmad 



Before the advent of Islam, Arabia was inhabited by warring tribes, whose 
inter-tribal feuds lasted for generations, and at times culminated in bloody con- 
flicts in which hundreds of precious lives were lost. Idolatory was prevalent 
among the Arabs and the sacred house of God built by Prophet Abraham, hou- 
sed hundreds of deities of demigods which were worshipped by the Arabs. The 
Arabian society had degenerated to its lowest depths-feudalism was at its zenith 
and the poor were ruthlessly oppressed and exploited. Justice was denied to 
the weak and the maxim "might is right" was at no other time more applica- 
ble. 

In such a gloomy atmosphere which had encompassed pre-Islamic Arabia, 
there glittered a light in the birth of Muhammad (peace be upon him). Never 
before or after any individual placed in such adverse circumstances had so 
completely purged his society of the multifarious deep-seated evils, giving it 
a new and healthier shape, and had so much influenced the course of contem- 
porary and future history. Muhammad's (PBUH) practical teachings had tran- 
sformed a savage race into a civilized people who brought about the most 
wonderful revolution in the history of mankind. He was the benefactor of hu- 
manity and being the last and greatest of all the prophets, his teachings were 
universal and for all times to come. 

Born in Makkah in 569 A.C., Muhammad (PBUH) sprang from Arabia's no- 
blest family, Banu Hashim of Quraish, to whom had been entrusted the custo- 
dianship of Kaaba, built by Prophet Abraham and his son Ismail. Muhammad's 
(PBUH) father, Abdullah, the youngest son of his grandfather, Abdul Muttalib, 
the Custodian of Kaaba, had died before his son was born. His mother, Amina, 
too, died, six years later. 

Young Muhammad (PBUH) was afterwards brought up by his grandfather 
Abdul Muttalib and on his death, two years later, by his uncle Abu Talib, the 



father of Ali. 

Islam, the religion sponsored by Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) through 
the injunctions of the sacred book of God-the Holy Quran- evolved a complete 
code of life, and the great Prophet translated its precepts into practice which 
made a lasting salutary effect on his countrymen. He stood like a rock against 
the surging waves of opposition and ultimately won the field. His forbearance, 
magnanimity, patience, and ability for organisation, stand unparalleled in the 
annals of mankind. 

Muhammad (PBUH) proclaimed the sovereignty of God and liberated man- 
kind from the thraldom of unholy associations with His Divinity. He upheld 
the dignity of man and practised the high ideals of equality, fraternity and ju- 
stice he preached. 

He advocated the unity of God and thereby the unity and equality of mankind. 

He was a great promoter of education and advocated the "pursuit of learning 
even unto distant China". He inculcated a love for learning among the illiterate 
Arabs which paved the way for their outstanding intellectual achievements, 
ultimately making them pioneers in the domains of science and arts during the 
Mediaeval times. 

As a peace maker he set an example for the world to follow. The peace terms 
dictated by him on the conquest of Makkah stand as a landmark in the annals 
of treaties made among various nations of the world from time immemorial. 
No conqueror has ever offered more generous terms to the conquered, who 
were his sworn enemies and who harassed and maligned him throughout his 
life. Even his greatest living enemy, Abu Sufian, the leader of the nefarious 
Quraish group, was not touched. So much so, when his ten thousand troops 
were gasping to avenge the misdeeds of the Quraish of Makkah, the erstwhile 
enemies of Islam, the Prophet due to his boundless magnanimity and spirit of 
tolerance, gave orders not to strike anyone and declared that anyone who would 
take refuge in the house of Abu Sufian would be safe. 

As an administrator, the Prophet accomplished what looked like an impossible 
task and overcame situations which would have defied the ablest administrators 
of the w.orld. 

The mission of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was to emancipate mankind 
from the shackles of slavery-mental or physical. He translated his noble ideas 
into practice by establishing a State in Medina based on equality, liberty, fra- 
ternity and justice. 

The Prophet of Islam fulfilled during his lifetime the almost impossible task 
of knitting together the warring tribes of Arabia, who forming into an irresisti- 
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ble force, heralded the greatest revolution in the annals of mankind -both ma- 
terial and mental. 

The four obligatory duties prescribed by Islam, namely Prayer, Fasting, Zakat 
and Hajj, enabled the Prophet to realise the moral as well as material well- 
beingofhis follower : 

Prayers-five times a day-in which the ruler and the ruled stood shoulder to 
shoulder, taught them the inestimable advantages of fraternity, and instilled in 
their hearts the spirit of equality of man. 

Fasting-infused in them the spirit of sacrifice and abstenation from worldly 
pleasures. It elevated their moral standard. 

Zakat-Qmb\Q& the adherents of the new faith to evolve an egalitarian economy, 
as it provided a check on the rich becoming richer and the poor becoming poo- 
rer. This added immensely to the equitable distribution of wealth and to the 
material well-beingof the poorer classesof the community. 

Hajj -Annual pilgrimage to Makkah-enabled the Muslims allover the world to 
meet one another and exchange views on problems facing the world of Islam. 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) possessed innumerable, qualities of head and 
heart. He was a very kind-hearted man, who never abused or cursed anybody. 
Whenever such occasion arose and his Companions implored him to curse his 
torturers, he prayed for the latter's reformation. Once, while praying in Kaaba, 
when he prostrated, one of his opponents placed the heavy skin of a camel on 
his back. He remained in this condition for a pretty long time till he was rescued 
by some of his Companions. Even then he did not curse the miscreant. On ano- 
ther occasion, when he had gone to Taif, the hostile elements instigated the- 
hooligans and children to shower stones on him and his Companions. He was 
badly injured and his Companions requested him to curse the children. But, 
kind-hearted as he was, he saidinstead : "O God, forgive these ignorant ones 
and show them the right path". 

The teachings of the Holy Prophet of Islam created a society based on prin- 
ciples of equality and justice, thus demolishing all barriers t etween one man 
and the other. He was the greatest benefactor of mankind who liberated them 
from the shackles of race and colour bars. This spirit of equality taught by the 
Prophet later led to the birth of several slave ruling dynasties in Muslim coun- 
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tries. 

The Prophet of Islam was totally impartial in his dealings with his relations 
and strangers. He refused a maid servant even to his dearest daughter, Fatima, 
who was overworked and badly needed such a help. He, no doubt, advised his 
followers to help their relations, neighbours and needy persons according to 
their means. "No religion of the world prior to Islam" , says Ali, "had conse- 
crated charity, the support of the widow, the orphans and the helpless poor, by 
enrolling its principles among the positive enactments of the system". Mercy 
and kindness were the virtues mostly emphasised by Muhammad (PBUH) who, 
according to a Hadith in Bukhari, once said: "The man who plants a tree is 
blessed when people and birds are benefited by its fruit. A man was sent to Pa- 
radise, simply because he saved a thirsty dog from death by offering him water 
and the other was condemned because he tied and starved a cat to death". 
(Bukhari]. 

The Holy Prophet defined and prescribed the rights of individuals as set forth 
in the Holy Quran. He said: "It is the part of faith that you should like for your 
brother what you like for yourself (Bukhari). He enjoined upon the faithful to 
show the greatest respect for one's mother after God when he said: "Paradise 
lies under the feet of your mother." {Bukhari]. For other relations he said: 
"Anyone who is not kind to his youngsters and obedient to his elders is not 
from us" [Tirmidhi]. As regards Muslims as a whole, he proclaimed: "The Mu- 
slims are a single hand like a compact wall whose bricks support each other" 
(Muslim). 

Even during his early life, when Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) had not yet 
been bestowed the mantle of Prophethood, he was known for his piety, tru- 
thfulness and trustworthiness. He was known by the title of "Amin" (Trustwor- 
thy) among the Makkahans, who kept their valuables with him. When he 
migrated to Medina, he left behind his cousin Ali, to return to their owners the 
articles kept with him as a trust. Even his sworn enemies acknowledged his 
truthfulness. Once he climbed the hill of Safa and addressed the Quraish, 
asking them. "If I tell you that there is a huge army hidden behind this hill 
ready to attack you, will you believe me?" All shouted with one voice: "Surely, 
because you have never spoken a lie." Such was the high reputation of the Pro- 
phet of Islam, even before God conferred Prophethood on him. 

The generosity of the Prophet of Islam knew no bounds. Indeed, it was one 
of the greatest characteristics of the House of Muhammad (PBUH) that no sup- 
plicant was ever refused, and this principle was rigidly followed not only by 
Fatima and her sons but even by their grand children. Once while he was gra- 
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zing his herd of goats he gave the entire herd to a person who asked for it. The 
supplicant was surprised by his extraordinary generosity. During the last days 
of the Holy Prophet of Islam, the Muslims had become very prosperous. Ne- 
vertheless, he lived abstemiously contending himself with frugal diet and at 
times going without food. 

He always resisted the temptation of power and vengeance. His was the su- 
blimest morality of returning good for evil: to the weak and undefended he 
was a helper; to the defeated he showed unusual mercy. Never proud or hau- 
ghty, known for his strict adherence to justice, one who undertook his share of 
common labour, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) shunned no hardship and led 
the life of a common man. 

Delivering his last address to the Muslims from Mount Arafat, the Prophet 
said: "O People! Listen to my words as I may not be with you another year in 
this place. Be humane and just among yourselves. The life and the property of 
one are sacred and inviolable to the other. Render faithfully everyone his due, 
as you will appear before God and He will demand an account of your actions". 
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Muhammad (PBUH) led an exemplary life. Even before he was assigned his 
mission, he spent his time in meditation, devotion, contemplation, fasting and 
service to his fellow beings. His virtuous life earned for him the title oVAmirt 
(Trustworthy). Later the Revelation commanded him to preach the faith to the 
people. 

He taught them the unity of God and the four obligatory duties enjoined by 
Islam-namely Prayer, Zakat, Fasting and Hajj (Annual Pilgrimage to Makkah). 
He himslef practised what he preached and set an example for others. He stood 
sometimes so long in prayers during the night that his feet got swollen. He 
spent the major part of night in prayers and meditation. He prayed not only for 
himself but for the entire creation. His prayers and devotion to God enabled 
him to check such worldly desires and impulses which could distract him from 
the supreme goal. 

Islam enjoins upon its followers to observe one month's fast in a year. This 
has proved to be a very effective source of controlling one's worldly desires. 
The Holy Prophet of Islam fasted for more than three months during a year, 
besides one month's obligatory fast. 

His was a comprehensive life. He went through all sorts of trials and tribula- 
tions for establishing the kingdom of God on earth. Faithfully and sincerely 
he performed his duties to God and His creatures, to wife and children, to re- 
lations and neighbours, to friends and foes, to the needy and disabled, to allies 
and aliens-in fact to all human beings. An account of his comprehensive life 
preserved in Traditions (Hadith) has served as a beacon light not only for his 
followers but to entire humanity during the last fourteen centuries or more. His 
exemplary life covering different spheres of human activity continues to inspire 
and guide human beings for the last more than 1,400 years. 

Such were the exceptional qualities of head and heart possessed by the great 
Prophet of Islam whose noble teachings produced a society of virtuous people 
who laid the foundation of true democracy in the world in which there was no 
distinction between the ruler and the ruled. 
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Prophet Muhammad 
(peace and blessings upon him) 
An Ideal Personality 

Muhammad al-Ghazaly 

Prophet's Moral Teachings show that Islam had come to illuminate the lives 
of the people with the light of virtue and good manners, to create in them bri- 
ghtness of character, and to fill their hearts with the pearls of good conduct. It 
made the stages that came in the process of achieving this great objective as 
an important part of the prophethood. The position of morality is not like that 
of the means of pleasures and luxuries, from which indifference may be pos- 
sible. But morality is the name of the principles of life which the religion must 
adopt and must care for the respect 

of its standard-bearers. Islam has enumerated all these virtues and principles 
and has encouraged its followers to make them parts of their lives, 
one after another. 

Before we enumerate these virtues and state their details, it will be proper if 
we quote some examples of how strongly and emphatically Islam has called 
upon the people to adopt good moral character. 

Usama bin Shareek says: "We were sitting in the presence of the Messenger 
of Allah so quietly as if birds were perched on our heads. Nobody had the 
courage to open his mouth. In the meanwhile some people came and 
asked: "Amongst the slaves of God who is the dearest to Him." The Pro- 
phet replied: "One who has the best moral character." (lbn Haban) 

Another tradition has it: "They asked what is the best thing given to man 
?" He replied: "Best moral character."(Tirmizi) 

The Prophet was asked: " Which Muslim has the perfect faith ?" He an- 
swered: "He who has the best moral character." (Tibrani) 

Abdullah bin' Amar has reported: "I have heard the Prophet as saying: 
'Should I not tell you who amongst you is the most likeable person to me? 
And who will be the nearest to me on the Day of the Judgment? 1 He re- 
peated this question twice or thrice. The people requested him to tell 
them about such a person. He said ? He who amongst you has the 
best moral character." (Ahmed) 



In another hadith, he has said: "On the Day of the Judgement there will be 
nothing weightier in the balance of a momin than the goodness of charac- 
ter. Allah dislikes an obscene and a rude talker and the bearer of a good 
moral character reaches to the level of the observer of the prayer and fa- 
sting, on account of his character." 
(Ahmed) 

The last Prophet gave a call for the performance of various acts of worship 
and, inspite of the expansion of his religion and the immense increase in the 
various tasks of his followers, the Prophet informs them of the fact that on the 
Day of the Judgment there will be nothing weightier in their balance than their 
good moral character. According to Islamic Teachings, the benefits of the faith 
will be available only when the axis and centre of belief is a conscious step to- 
wards virtue and payment of the compulsory dues, and when the proposed wor- 
ship can become the real source of washing away the sins and generating the 
real perfection. In other words evil can be removed by those virtues which man 
makes his own and by which he is able to reach high and lofty standards. The 
holy Prophet has very forcefully emphasised these valuable principles so that 
the Ummah may understand it very clearly that the value of morality may not 
go down in its eyes and the importance of mere forms and shapes may not in- 
crease. 

Anas has reported: "Allah f s Messenger has said: 1 A slave achieves, by 
means of the goodness of his character, great position and high honour in 
the Hereafter, though he may be weak in matters of worship; but on ac- 
count of his wickedness of character he is thrown in the lowest recesses of 
the Hell." ( Tibrani ). 

Ibn Umar is reported to have narrated: "I have heard the Prophet as saying: 
f A Muslim who observes moderation in matter of worship, on account of 
the goodness of his character and decency achieves the position of that 
man who observes fast and recites Allah f s verses during prayers in the 
night." (Ahmed). 

Abu Huraira has quoted the Prophet as saying: "A Momin T s nobility is his 
religiousness, his tolerance is his intelligence, and his lineage is his good- 
ness of character." (Hakim) 

Mere teachings and commands of Do's and Don'ts do not form the foundation 
of good moral character in a society, because only these things are not sufficient 
for developing these good qualities in the human nature; a teacher may merely 
order to do such and such things and not to do such and such things and the 
society becomes a moralist society. 
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The teachings of good conduct which is fruitful requires long training and con- 
stant watchfulness. The training cannot be on the right lines if the example be- 
fore the society is not such that commands full confidence, because a person 
having a bad moral character cannot leave a good impression on his surroun- 
dings. The best training can be expected only from such a man whose perso- 
nality, by the force of its morality, would create a scene of admiration in the 
beholders. They would sing praises of his nobility and feel the irresistible urge 
to benefit from the example of his life. The world would spontaneously feel 
the urge to follow his footsteps. For nourishing and developing more and more 
excellent good character among his followers it is necessary that the leader 
must possess higher and nobler character and attributes than his followers. The 
holy Prophet himself was the best example of the good moral character, to 
emulate which he was giving a call to his followers. Before advising them to 
adopt a moral life by giving sermons and counsels, he was sowing the seeds 
of morality among his followers by actually living that kind of life. 
Abdullah Ibn Amr says: "The Messenger of Allah (pbuh.) was neither ill- 
mannered nor rude. He used to say that the better people among you are 
those who are best in their moral character." (Bukhari) 

Anas has narrated: "I was walking with the Prophet. He had wrapped a 
thick chadar round his body. One Arab pulled the chadar so forcefully 
that a part of his shoulder could be seen by me, and I was perturbed by 
this forceful pulling of the chadar. The Arab then said: f O Muhammed! 
Give me some of my share from the property which Allah has given you. 1 
The Prophet turned towards him and laughed, and gave orders for a do- 
nation being given to him." (Bukhari) 

Aishah has reported that Allah's Messenger has said: "Allah is soft-hearted. 
He likes soft heartedness. And the reward which He gives for soft-hear- 
tedness does not give for hardness, nay, such a reward He does not give 
for any thing." (Muslim) 

Of the habits and traits of the Prophet one trait was very well known that he 
was extremely philanthropic. He was never miserly in anything. He was very 
brave and courageous. He never turned away from Truth and he loved justice. 
In his own decision he never committed any excesses or injustice. In his whole 
life he was truthful and an honest trustee. 

Allah has commanded all the Muslims to follow the excellent habits and the 
best traits of the Prophet and to take guidance from the holy life of the holy 
Messenger: "Surely there is in the person of Allah's .messenger an excellent 
example for you- for every person who has hope in Allah and the Hereafter and 
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remember, Allah, reciting His name many times." (Ahzab: 21) 

The holy Prophet used to love his companions. He respected also every re- 
spectable man from any other nation, and he used to appoint him as a respon- 
sible officer over them. He used to be in search of his companions 
and gave them their shares. No companion thought that any other person was 
more respectable in the Prophet's eye than the companion himself. 
Any person who adopted his companionship or anybody who came to him for 
his need, he used to advise him to be patient, till he was satisfied. If anybody 
asked anything from him, he gave it to him or else talked to him so lovingly 
that he came back satisfied. The river of his kindness was flowing for every 
body. For his companions he was a guardian, and in matters of Truth all were 
equal in his eyes. He was good-looking, decent, humble and soft hearted. He 
was not a narrow-minded and a hard person. Quarrelling was not his habit. He 
never spoke obscene words. To condemn others or to praise some one exces- 
sively was beyond the pale of his character. He expressed indifference towards 
unnecessary things, but he was never given to pessimism. 
Aishah says that there was none who possessed a better moral character than 
the Prophet. Whenever his friends or his home people called him, he readily 
responded. Jarir bin Abdullah says: "Since the time I became a Muslim, the 
Prophet did not prevent me from entering (the house); whenever he looked at 
me, he smiled." 
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He used to exchange repartees with his companions, mix up with them freely, 
and tried to be nearer to them. He played with their children and took them in 
his lap. Invitation from free men, male or female slaves, or poor persons were 
acceptable to him. He visited the ailing and invalid persons in the far-flung 
areas of Medina. He accepted the excuses of the really helpless people. Anas 
says that if any person who whispered anything into his ears, he never removed 
his ear from his mouth unless the 

whisperer himself withdrew his mouth. Whenever anybody held his hand, he 
never tried to withdraw his hand unless the other man withdrew his. 

Whoever came to him was duly respected by him. Many times he used to 
spread his cloth for the visitor, and used to place the cushion which was in his 
use behind the visitor's back. If the visitor were reluctant to lit on the cloth, he 
used to insist. He gave new family names to his companions. In their honour, 
he used to call them by beautiful names. He never used to interrupt anybody's 
talk till the speaker either stopped or stood up. 

He treated his relatives kindly, but he did not give them preference over better 
persons. Abu Qatawa has reported that when a delegation of Najashi came to 
the Prophet, he rose for serving them. His companions told him that they were 
sufficient to serve them. He replied: "They had honoured our companions, 
therefore I personally want to serve them." 

Abu Usama has narrated that once the Messenger of Allah went among his 
companions leaning on a cane and his companions stood up. The Prophet said: 
"Do not stand up. Do not adopt the system of these Non Arabs who stand 
up to pay respect to one another." 

He said:"I am a slave of Allah; I eat as other people eat, and I sit as other 
people sit." When he rode a mule, he allowed some one else to ride behind 
him. He used to visit poor invalids. He allowed the beggars to sit in his mee- 
tings. He mixed up freely with his companions. Where the meeting was over, 
he used to sit there. 

The Prophet once performed Hajj on a cheap Kajawa on the back of a camel 
on which an old, torn chadar was spread, whose cost could be at the most four 
dirhams. He said: "O Allah I This is my Hajj in which there is neither hy- 
pocrisy nor show." 

When Makkah was conquered and the Muslim soldiers entered the city, the 
Prophet was riding a camel and his head was bowed down in humility, so much 
that it appeared that his head was touching a part of the kajawa. 

He was of a quiet nature. He never talked without necessity. And if anybody 
talked with a wry face, he used to be indifferent to him and ignored him. His 
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smile was his laughter. His talk was straight and direct, in which there was no 
excess. His companions, in his honour and in following him, considered it suf- 
ficient to smile in his presence. His meetings manifested a spirit of tolerance, 
trusteeship, honesty, virtue and righteousness. Voices were not raised there and 
no back-biting was allowed therein. Whenever he opened his mouth to speak, 
his companions used to keep silent, as if birds were perched on their heads. 
When he walked, it was with a balanced gait. There was neither fright nor haste 
in his gait, nor was there laziness. Ibn Abi Hala says: "His silence was on ac- 
count of tolerance, far-sightedness, estimation and thinking and 
contemplating." 



30 



What Famous Non-Muslims 

said about 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 



Writing in the Legacy of Islam, David De Santillana says: "The Prophet utte- 
red some charming words with regard to neighbourly relations: "Be kind to 
your neighbour. Draw the veil over him. Avoid injury. Look upon him with an 
eye of kindness, if you see him doing evil forgive him. If you see him doing 
good to you, proclaim your thankfulness". 

The celebrated British writer, George Bernard Shaw, in his letter to Mr. Najmi 
Saqib of Cyprus acknowledges that Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH) teachings 
on the status of women, exposure of female children and kindness to animals, 
were "far ahead of Western Cristian thought, even of modem thought". 

The great Western historian, Edward Gibbon observes: "The good sense of 
Muhammad (PBUH) despised the pomp of royalty; the Apostle of God sub- 
mitted to the menial offices of the family; he kindled the fire, swept the floor, 
milked the cows and mended with his own hands shoes and his woollen gar- 
ments. Disdaining the penance and merit of a hermit he observed without effort 
and vanity, the abstemious diet of an Arab and a soldier. On solemn occasions 
he feted his Companions with hospitable plenty; but in his domestic life, many 
weeks would elapse without a fire being kindled in the house of the Prophet". 

"Muhammad (pBUH) was a man of truth and fidelity", says Thomas Carlyle, 
"true in what he said, in what he spoke, in what he thought; he always meant 
something; a man rather taciturn in speech, silent when there was nothing to 
be said but pertinent, wise, sincere when he did speak, always throwing light 
on the matter". 

"His intellectual qualities, "says Washington Irving, "were undoubtedly of an 
extraordinary kind. He had a quick apprehension, a retentive memory, a vivid 
imagination and an inventive genius. His military triumphs awakened no pride 
nor vainglory as they would have done had they been effected for selfish pur- 



poses. At the time of his greatest power he maintained the same simplicity of 
manners and appearance as in the days of his adversity. So, far from affecting 
a regal state, he was displeased if on entering a room any unusual testimonial 
of respect was shown to him. If he aimed at universal domination it was the 
dominion of the faith: as to the temporal rule which grew up in his hands, he 
used it without ostentation, so he took no step to perpetuate it in his family.' 

In his Histoire de la Turquie, Lamertine observes: "Philosopher, orator, apo- 
stle, legislator, warrior, conqueror of ideas, restorer of national dogmas, of a 
cult without images; the founder of 20 terrestrial Empires, that is Muhammad 
(PBUH). As regards all standards by which human greatness may be measured, 
we may well ask, is there any man greater than he?" 

"It is impossible," says Mrs. Annie Besant, "for anyone who studies the life 
and character of the great Prophet of Arabia, who knows how he taught and 
how he lived to feel anything but reverence for that mighty Prophet, one of the 
great messengers of the Supreme. And although in what I put to you I shall say 
many things which may be familiar to you, yet I re-read them as a new way of 
admiration, a new sense of reverence for the mighty Arabian leader." 

The famous English writer and literary critic Dr. Johnson says: "His purely 
historical character, his simple humanity, claiming to be a man among men, 
his intense realism, avoiding all mystical remoteness; the thoroughly demo- 
cratic and universal form under which his idea of the divine monarchy led him 
to conceive the relations of men, the force of his ethical appeal all affiliate Mu- 
hammad (PBUH) with the modem world". 
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The Moral Teachings of Prophet Muhammad 

(pbuh) 



(Selected Hadith) 

1 - Narrated ? Umar bin Al-Khattab (May Allah be pleased with him), reported: 
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "The deeds are considered by the intentions, 
and a person will get the reward according to his intention. So whoever emi- 
grated for Allah and His Messenger, his emigration will be for Allah and His 
Messenger; and whoever emigrated for worldly benefits or for a woman to 
marry, his emigration would be for what he emigrated for". 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 
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2- Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) narrated: Messenger of Allah 
(PBUH) said, "Allah does not look at your figures, nor at your attire but He 
looks at your hearts and accomplishments". 

[Muslim]. 
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3 -Abu Bakrah Ath-Thaqafi (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The 
Prophet (PBUH) said: "When two Muslims are engaged in a combat against 
each other with their sword's and one is killed, both are doomed to Hell". I 
said, "O Messenger of Allah! As to the one who kills, it is understandable, but 
why the slain one?" He (PBUH) replied: "He was eager to kill his opponent". 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 
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4- Anas bin Malik Al-Ansari (MayAllah be pleased with him) the servant of 
the Messenger of Allah narrated: Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Verily, 
Allah is more delighted with the repentance of His slave than a person who 
lost his camel in a desert land and then finds it (unexpectedly)". 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 
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5- Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (MayAllah be pleased with him) reported that: Certain 
people of the Ansar asked the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) and he gave them; 
then they again asked him and he gave them until all what he possessed was 
exhausted. Then the Prophet (PBUH) said, "Whatever wealth I have, I will not 
withhold from you. Whosoever would be chaste and modest; Allah will keep 
him chaste and modest and whosoever would seek selfsufficiency, Allah will 
make him self-sufficient; and whosoever would be patient, Allah will give him 
patience, and no one is granted a gift better and more comprehensive than pa- 
tience". 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 
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6- Abu Yahya Suhaib bin Sinan (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that: 
The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "How wonderful is the case of a belie- 
ver; there is good for him in everything and this applies only to a believer. If 
prosperity attends him, he expresses gratitude to Allah and that is good for him; 
and if adversity befalls him, he endures it patiently and that is better for him". 
[Muslim]. 

7- Abu Sa'id and Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that 
the Prophet (PBUH) said: "Never a believer is stricken with a discomfort, an 
illness, an anxiety, a grief or mental worry or even the pricking of a thorn but 
Allah will expiate his sins on account of his patience". 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 
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8-Khabbab bin Al-Aratt (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: We com- 
plained to the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) regarding the persecution inflicted 
upon us by the disbelievers while he was lying in the shade of the Ka'bah, ha- 
ving made a pillow of his cloak. We submitted: "Why do you not supplicate 
for our prevalence (over the opponents)?". He (PBUH) replied, "Among those 
people before you, a man would be seized and held in a pit dug for him in the 
ground and he would be sawed into two halves from his head, and his flesh 
torn away from his bones with an iron comb; but, in spite of this, he would not 
wean away from his Faith. By Allah, Allah will bring this matter to its con- 
summation until a rider will travel from San' a' to Hadramout fearing none ex- 
cept Allah, and except the wolf for his sheep, but you are in too much of a 
hurry". 
[Al-Bukhari]. 



9-Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of Allah 
(PBUH) said, "The strong man is not one who is good at wrestling, but the 
strong man is one who controls himself in a fit of rage." 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 
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10- Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: A man asked the 
Prophet (PBUH) for an advice and he (PBUH) said, "Do not get angry". The 
man repeated that several times and he replied, "Do not get angry". 
[Al-Bukhari]. 



1 l-Abu Dharr and Mu'adh bin Jabal (May Allah be pleased with them) repor- 
ted that: Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Fear Allah wherever you are, do 
good deeds after doing bad ones, the former will wipe out the latter, and behave 
decently towards people". 
[At-Tirmidhi]. 

12-Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them) said: One day, I was riding 
behind the Prophet (PBUH) when he said, "O boy! I will instruct you in some 
matters. Be watchful of Allah (Commandments of Allah), He will preserve 
you. Safeguard His Rights, He will be ever with you. If you beg, beg of Him 
Alone; and if you need assistance, supplicate to Allah Alone for help. And re- 
member that if all the people gather to benefit you, they will not be able to be- 
nefit you except that which Allah had foreordained (for you); and if all of them 
gather to do harm to you, they will not be able to afflict you with anything 
other than that which Allah had pre-destined against you. The pens had been- 
lifted and the ink had dried up". 
[At-Tirmidhi]. 



37 



ijjji^JtJi^lJli^lai ilka! Ull ^ til ^ ^ ilAf » 
laij , % il'^i^ il > f^y ^ ii ljiw^ Jjj , yyl til ^3 

13- Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet 
(PBUH) said, "A group of people (both men and women) whose hearts will be 
like the hearts of birds, will enter Jannah". 

[Muslim]. 
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14- Sufyan bin 'Abdullah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: I said, "O 
Messenger of Allah, tell me something of Islam which I will not ask anyone 
else about it." He (PBUH) said, "Say, 'I believe in Allah' and then be stead- 
fast". 

[Muslim]. 

,^i^<<^i^ j5>> :jMjf iyii^ Ji^ivy^V 1 ^ 



15 -Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of 
Allah (PBUH) said, "Be prompt in doing good deeds (before you are overta- 
ken) by turbulence which would be like a part of the dark night. A man would 
be a believer in the morning and turn to disbelief in the evening, or he would 
be a believer in the evening and turn disbeliever in the morning, and would 
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sell his Faith for worldly goods." 
[Muslim]. 



16-Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of 
Allah (PBUH) said, "Hasten to do good deeds before you are overtaken by one 
of the seven afflictions." Then (giving a warning) he said, "Are you waiting 
for such poverty which will make you unmindful of devotion; or prosperity 
which will make you corrupt, or disease as will disable you, or such senility as 
will make you mentally unstable, or sudden death, or Ad-Dajjal who is the 
worst expected absent, or the Hour, and the Hour will be most grievous and 
most bitter". 
[At-Tirmidhi]. 



17-'Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) said: The Prophet (PBUH) would 
stand (in prayer) so long that the skin of his feet would crack. I asked him, 
"Why do you do this while your past and future sins have been forgiven?" He 
said, "Should I not be a grateful slave of Allah?" 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 
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1 8- ' Abdullah bin Busr Al-Aslami (May Allah be pleased with him) said: Mes- 
senger of Allah (PBUH) said, "The best of people is one whose life is long and 
his conduct is good". 

[At-Tirmidhi]. 

19- Abu Dharr (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of Allah 
(PBUH) said, "When you get up in the morning, charity is due from every one 
of your joints. There is charity in every ascription of glory to Allah; there is 
charity in every declaration of His Greatness; there is charity in every utterance 
of praise of Him; there is charity in every declaration that He is the only true 
God (worthy of worship); there is charity in enjoining good; there is charity in 
forbidding evil. Two Rak'ah of Duha (Forenoon prayer) is equal to all this (in 
reward)". 

[Muslim]. 

ji ^ h J* j>y ji Ufti & a ^ jj^i ^ : ^118 
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20- Abu Dharr (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (PBUH) 
said, "Do not belittle any good deed, even meeting your brother (Muslim) with 
a cheerful face". 

[Muslim]. 
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21 -Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of 
Allah (PBUH) said, "Every day the sun rises charity (Sadaqah) is due on every 
joint of a person: you administer justice between two men is a charity; and as- 
sisting a man to mount his beast, or helping him load his luggage on it is a cha- 
rity; and a good word is a charity; and every step that you take (towards the 
mosque) for Salat (prayer) is a charity and removing harmful things from the 
road is a charity". 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 
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22-Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of 
Allah (PBUH) said, "While a man was walking on his way he became extre- 
mely thirsty. He found a well, he went down into it to drink water. Upon leaving 
it, he saw a dog which was panting out of thirst. His tongue was lolling out 
and he was eating moist earth from extreme thirst. The man thought to himself: 
'This dog is extremely thirsty as I was.' So he descended into the well, filled 
up his leather sock with water, and holding it in his teeth, climbed up and quen- 
ched the thirst of the dog. Allah appreciated his action and forgave his sins". 
The Companions asked: "Shall we be rewarded for showing kindness to the 
animals also?" He (PBUH) said, "A reward is given in connection with every 
living creature". 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 
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23- Jabir (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that he heard Messenger 
of Allah (PBUH) saying, "Every good deed is charity". 

[Al-Bukhari]. 
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24- ' Adi bin Hatim (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: I heard the Pro- 
phet (PBUH) saying, "Protect yourself from (Hell) Fire, by giving of half of a 
date (in charity)". 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 



25 - Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of 
Allah (PBUH) said, "If anyone calls others to follow right guidance, his reward 
will be equivalent to those who follow him (in righteousness) without their re- 
ward being diminished in any respect, and if anyone invites others to follow 
error, the sin, will be equivalent to that of the people who follow him (in sin- 
fulness) without their sins being diminished in any respect". 

[Muslim]. 

26- Tamim bin Aus Ad-Dari (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The 
Prophet (PBUH) said, "Ad-Deen is sincerity". We said: "For whom?" He re- 
plied, "For Allah, His Book, His Messenger and for the leaders of the Muslims 
and their masses". 

[Muslim]. 
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27- Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (PBUH) said, 
"No one of you becomes a true believer until he likes for his brother what he 
likes for himself. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 

28- Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger 
of Allah (PBUH) said, "Whoever amongst you sees an evil, he must change it 
with his hand; if he is unable to do so, then with his tongue; and if he is unable 
to do so, then with his heart; and that is the weakest form of Faith". 
[Muslim]. 
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29-Jabir bin 'Abdullah (May Allah bepleased with him) reported: Messenger 
of Allah (PBUH) said, "Beware of injustice, for oppression will be darkness 
on the Day of Resurrection; and beware of stinginess because it doomed those 
who were before you. It incited them to shed blood and treat the unlawful as 
lawful." 
[Muslim] 
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30-' Adi bin 'Umairah (May Allah bepleased with him) reported: Messenger 
of Allah (PBUH) said, "Whosoever among you is appointed by us to a position 
and he conceals from us even a needle or less, it will amount to misappropria- 
tion and he will be called upon to restore it on the Day of Resurrection". (' Adi 
bin 'Umairah added:) A black man from the Ansar stood up - I can see him 
still - and said: "O Messenger of Allah, take back from me your assignment." 
He (the Prophet (PBUH)) said, "What has happened to you?" The man replied: 
"I have heard you saying such and such." He (PBUH) said, "I say that even 
now: Whosoever from you is appointed by us to a position, he should render 
an account of everything, big or small, and whatever he is given therefrom, he 
should take and he should desist from taking what is unlawful". 
[Muslim]. 
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